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II CoRINTHIANS; II, 17. 


For we are not, as Many, which corrupt 
the Word of God; but as of fancerity, 
but as of God, in the fight of God ſpeak 


we in Chriſt. 
() Characters, of many that corrupt the Word of 
God, and of jome that handle it in Sincerity, 
may fitly repreſent the two different Views of the 
Church under Popery and the Reformation; and 
may furniſh a proper diſcourſe for the ſollemnity 
of this Day: when we are met to commemorate 
the public Deliverance from one of the moſt impious 
and bloody Attempts ; that even Popiſh Pravity and 
Corruption either contriv'd or favour'd. 


But the Text will {till be more proper to this 
anniverſary Occaſion, when we have attain'd to the 
true and full Senſe of it, as it lies in the Original. 
For our Engliſh Tranſlators have not been very 
happy in their verſion of this Paſſage. We are 
not, fays the Apoſtle, A N%ee T Aon! Y Oed; 
which our Tranſlators have render'd, We do not 
corrupt, or (as in the margin) deal deceitfully with 
the word of God. They were led to this by the 
parallel place, Chap. Iv of this Epiſtle. v. 2. Not 
Walling in craftineſs , unde IbABrTes T N Y Oes, 
nor handling the word of God deceitſulhj: they took 
AA NνIο, and dA in the ſame adequate no- 
tion; as the Vulgar Latin had done before them, which 
expreſſes both by the ſame word, ADULTERANTES | 
verbum Dei: and fo likewiſe Heſjchins makes them 

A 2 Syno- 


UR Text, as it exhibits to us two contr 


4 "WW G5 MON 
Synonyms, ExxamiAumw', do A indeed is 
fitly render d, Adulierare ſo db T Xeuod, + 
owoy, to adulterate Gold or Wine, by mixing worle 
ingredients with the Metal or Liquor. And our 
Tranſlators had done well, if they had render'd the 
latter Paſſage, An de. T Aq, not adulterating 
not ſophiſticating the Word. But #$&-71Awwhs in our 
Text has a complex Idea and a wider Signification: 
x47 Ava always comprehends JbAB» 3 but de 
never extends to x4mmAwwuy : which beſides the 
ſenſe of adulterating has an additional notion of un- 
juſt Lucre, Gain, Profit, Advantage. This is plain 
from the word KA, a Calling always infa- 
mous for Avarice and Knavery : Perfidus hic Canpo, 
ſays the Poet, as a general Character. Thence 
Kam ν, by an caſy and natural Metaphor, was 
diverted to other Expreſſions, where Cheating and 
Lucre were fignificd : x4TmiNuen T N ſays the 
' Apoſtle here; and the antient Greeks, x71Awe 
\ / 1 1 þ | / 

eg N, T neniuw, T owPiar, Th patnual ; 
to corrupt and ſell Juſtice, to barter a negotiation 
of Peace, to proſtitute Learning and Philoſophy for 


gain. Cheating we ſee and adulterating is part of 


the notion of x«Ty1Awa : but the principal. and 
eſſential of it is ſordid Lucre. So Cauponari, in 
the famous paſſage of Eunius, where Pyrrius refules 
the offer'd ranſom for his Captives, and reſtores 
F 

Nec mi aurum poſco, nec mi pretium dederitis, 
Non cauponanti bellum, ſed belligeranti. 

So Nundinari, Negotiari, when uſed in the like Me- 
taphor, have a double aſpect both to Fraud and to 
Profit; but the primary one to the latter. And ſo 


the Fathers expound this place: TY e xamy 
NU 


* 
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om, fay's St. Chryſoſtom, 3Gy ms enudrar 


Ta Ny Sep Spray ec. v: This is * ey, 


when any one ſells that for Money, which he onght 


to give jreely. So St. Ignatius, where he paraphraſes 
our Text, calls them Xeareurropot in an elegant 
compound: Xeargzuropa , ſays he, + Aagor name 
ies, 2 T Inogy mAgrTes, Traffickers and Traders 
in the Goſpel, Sellers of Chriſt : and Greg. Nazianzene 
with a like elegancy Xerqoxzman. So that in 
ſhort, what St. Paul ſays zamnborres Tov N | 


might be expreſs'd in one Claſſic word, Aoy4uropat 


or AojoneaTa/ 3 where the Idea of Gain and 
Profit is the chief part of the ſignification. Wherefore 
to do juſtice to our Text we mult not ſtop lamel 
with our Tranſlators, Corruptors of the Mor if God; 
but add to it as its plenary Notion, Corraptors of 
the Word of God FOR MLTHY LUCRE: in which 
true Verſion we ſhall find the ſpecific Character of 
Popery, which in all and every Deviation from 
Primitive Chriſtianity made wordly Profit and Ad- 
vantage it's principal deſign; as my preſent Diſcourſe 
ſhall endeavour to ſhew you. 

But before I enter upon that, T muſt crave leave 
to ſer another thing right in the Text, where our 
Tranſlators have fail'd. For e are not, ſay they, 
AS MANY, which corrupt the Word of God: but 


the Original has not, g NNO, but os of ro 


24 The many; as the Multitude. Theſe two ſenſes are 


very different: as many - {till be the Leſſer part; as 
The many muſt always be the Majority : as many muſt 
mean here Chriſtians only ; as the many may include 
the Heathens too: ds oi N, as the World does, 
as the Generality does, Ot TON, the Multitnde, the 


Community, is a known expreſſion in Profane Authors; 


oppos d 


c 
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d fometimes Tois op to the Wiſe, ſometimes 
Tois rig to the Rich : and ever denotes the moſt 
and generally the meaneſt of Mankind. And it were 


to be wiſht, that our Tranſlators had either known 


this better, or better attended to it. There are 


_ few places in the New Teſtament, where 77a, 


comes with the Article : and the moſt of thoſe few 
are much injured 1n our tranſlation. This learned 


Audience will eaſily forgive me, if I here enume. 


Tate them all : being both a proper illuſtration of 
our preſent Text, and very worthy of our obſcr- 
vation for their own merit and importance. 

Luke vir, 47. Apr ai apapTiah AUTH al 
XA% : here our Tranſlators have competently ren- 
der'd it, Her ſins, which are many, are forgiven : 
though it might have been more eaſy and literal, 
Her many ſins, her numerous ſins are forgiven. But if 
al NN here had been confounded with qr 
without its Article; then the Verſion would have 
been, Many of her Sins are forgiven: an interpreta- 
tion manifeſtly defective; and, as excluſive of fome 
of her ſins, manifeſtly falſe, 

KRevel. xvil, 1. Our Tranſlators were not fo 
fortunate: Come hither, and I will fhew thee the judg- 


ment of the great Whore, that ſateth, fay they, wpon 


MANY WATERS : Where the Impropriety is viſi- 
ble: for how can one Perſon be ſuppos'd to fit 
upon many waters at once? But the Original is not 


Au e - \ mm / 0 * 
earl r ud; but emi F vis Toy Þ TG), 


upon The many waters, upon the vaſt, wide, and ſpa- 
cious waters: for it's known, that IIo) dg is often 
applied to Continued quantity, as well as to Diſcon- 
tinued; to Magnitude and Dimenſion, as well as 
to Number. | | 


Roman,, 
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7 
' Romans, X11, 5. For as we have many members in 
ane body, and all members have not the ſame office: 
Graus oi oN GY T@[40, eo Cy XeuTrd, So WE 
leing many, {ay our Tranſlators, are one body in Chriſt. 
This verſion indeed is tolerable; but it had been bet- 
ter to render it literally, So we The mam 01 r 
are one body in Chriſt : where it's plain that in this 
conſtruction, in this oppoſition to One, The mam 
denote the whole Multitude, the complex and ag- 
gregate body of Chriſtians. And this will enable 
us to clear up another place of much greater Conſe- 
quence; Am. vth: where, after the Apoſtle had ſaid 
v. 12. That by one man Sin entered into the Worlds 
and Death by Sin; and ſo Death paſſed UPON ALL. 
uE (eis mnaurGs avpanys) for that all have © 
fam d: in the reddition of this Sentence, v. IF» 
he ſays, For if through the Offenſe (Tod ev0s ) of aue, 
(4 TANG) many be dead (fo our Tranſlators} 
nuch more the Grace of God (Toy ends) one man 
Jau Chriſt hath abounded (eis Tovs ↄro ) 
unto many, Now who would not wiſh, that they 
had kept the Articles in the Verſion which they 
ſaw in the Original? If through the offenſe of The 
One (that is Adam) The many have died: much 
more the Grace of God by The One man Jeſus Chriſt hath 
abounded unto The many. By this accurate verſions 
ſome hurtful miſtakes, about partial Redemption and 
abſolute Reprobation, had been happily prevented: 
our Engliſh readers had then ſeen , what ſeveral 
of the Fathers ſaw and teſtified ; that di NA 
The many in an Antitheſis & The one, are equivalent 
to rarres All in v. 12. and comprehend the whole 
multitude, the intire ſpecies of Mankind, excluſive 
only of the One. So again, v.18 and 19 of the ſame 
Chapter, our Tranſlators have repeated the like 

| miſtake * 


8 A SERMON 


miſtake : where when the Apoſtle had faid, Thar 
as the offenſe of one was upon ALL MEN (eis nav. 


eyYporss ) to condemnation, ſo the righteouſneſs of 


one Was upon ALL MEN to juſtification : For, adds he, 


ah. » . : 
as by F eos THE ONE man's diſobedience 01 ο 
THE MANY vere made Sinners; ſo by the obedience 


2 


TY eds of THE ONE 0 o THE MANY ſhall be 
made Righteous. By this verſion the Reader is 


admoniſh'd and guided to remark; that The many in 
the 19th v. are the ſame as mavTes All in the 18th, 


But our Tranſlators, when they render it, many 
were made Sinners, and MANY ſhall be made Righa 
teous, What do they do leſs, than lead and draw 
their unwary Readers into errour? And from theſe 
obſervations, I have ſome ſuſpicion, that in the 
famous paſſage Heb. 1x, 28. So Chriſt was once 

rid to bear the ſims OF MANY, eis To mANay 
aye d lcp ien as our preſent Copies read it: 
I am much perſuaded, I ſay, that if the oldeſt 
MSS were nicely examin'd, ſome of them would 
ſhow us, inſtead of eis TO 7Way, eig TO TAN 
: to bear the fins of THE MANY : that is, as 
before, T Ady, of the whole Race of men, ex- 
cluſive of himſelf : agreably to that of St. John, 
I Epiſt. IT, 2. He is the propitiation for our ſins, and 
not for ours only, but alſo FOR THE WHOLE WoRLD; 
and to that of St. Paul, I Tim. II, 6. Chriſt Jeſus, 


who gave himſelf (arnnureo UT mavTa)) a Kan- 


ſom for ALL. For it cannot appear improbable, that 


the Article ſhould be dropt here; when we find 
it actually ſlipt in another place of this Epiſtle, 
Heb. x11, 15. Looking diligently, leſ# any man fail of 
the Grace of God; leſt auy root of bitterneſs ſpring- 
ing up trouble you, and thereby many be defil'dy 
AI TTY Hd, mNNG : thus all the prone 

| OOK5y 
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Books, and the generality of MSS: but the fa- 
nous Alexandrine, and another at Oxford, have 


a9 0 ANA 3. leſt THE many be defil d, the 
Multitude, the Populace, the Congregation: which 
certainly is the more elegant, nay the genuine Read- 
ing; and ought to be aſſum'd into the public Edi- 
tions. 

We are now arriv'd at a full and adequate Inter- 
pretation of our Text. For we are not, as ol 700k 
The many, the major part of the World; zaTyxw- 
uns, which adulterate and negotiate the word of 
God for their own Lucre and Advantage ; but as 
of Sincerity, but as of God, in the ſight of God ſpeak. 
we in Chriſt, And hereby we have made the nearer 
advances to a clear View and juſt Character of Po- 


pery : we'l allow them to be the ot mANo1y the 
Moſt as well as the Worſt of Chriſtians; nor at preſent 
will contend with them about their boaſted Titles 
of Catholic and Univerſal : for it was never yet ſo 
well with Mankind, that the Major part was the 
Better. And then for the other mark K ies, 
[ ſhall now trace and expoſe their corruptions and 
cauponations of the Goſpel : that they are true 
Neigung, real NetxdrhAa ; have perverted 
and abus'd the divine Inſtitution to the baſe ends 
of worldly Profit and Power; have conſociated 
Jeſus with Belial, Chriſtianity with Atheiſm: every 
part of their Syſtem, which our pious Reformers 
renounc'd and exploded, being founded upon mere 
Politic ; built up and ſupported by the known me- 
thods of Subtlety and Force. 

And yet I would not be thought to charg every 
ſengle Member of that Communion with this heavy 
imputation. I queſtion not, but great Numbers 
think and act in godly Sincerity : every Age has 

B pro- 
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produc'd among them ſome ſhining examples « 
Piety and Sanctity. We do not now conſider In. 
dividuals, but the collective Body of Popery; not 
private Lives and ſecret Opinions, but the public 
avow'd Doctrines, and the general Practiſe of the 
Managers. There was one pious Family even in 
Sodom, and without doubt many wicked ones even 
in Jeruſalem. Not every ſingle Perſon within the 
limits of the Reformation is as good, as his Profeſ. 
ſion requires: nor every Papiſt as bad, as the Popiſh 


Syſtem permits. | 

And now, m Team, mn d trek? What can 
I better begin with, than what our Text ſug- 
geſt's; their enhancing the authority of the Vulga 
| Latin above the Greek Original: ſo that we muſt 
ſcarch for St. Paul's meaning here, not in the no- 
tion of KamyAweols, but of Adulterantes; not of 
Oi 770}, but of Mulii without it's Article; an 
original defect in the Latin Tongue. Now can 
any thing be more abſurd, more ſhocking to com- 
mon Senſe, than that the Stream ſhould riſe above 
the Fountain? that a verbal Tranſlation, which, were 
the Author of it inſpir'd, muſt yet from the very 
nature of Language (as has appcar'd above) have 
ſeveral defects — ambiguities; that ſuch a Tranſ- 
lation, I ſay, b, a private unknown Perſon not pre- 
tending to Inſpiration, ſhould be rais'd and advanc'd 
above the Inſpir'd Greek, ? Is it poſſible, thoſe that 
enacted this, could believe it themſelvs? Nor could 
they ſuggeſt, that the firſt Greek Exemplar had 


been more injurcd by the Tranſcribers and Notaries, - 


than that of their Verſion. More ancient Ms 
were preſerv'd of This; than they could ſhew for 
the Latin. There were More, and more Learned 


Commentators to guard it: no age of the Eaſtern Em- 
pire without eminent Scholars; while the woe 


| Umpire and Standard; and the Apoſtles to ſpeak 
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ſuk many centuries under ignorance and barbarity. 
And yet in defiance of all this, The Latin is to be 


more authenticly in that Conveyance, than in their 
wn Words. Nay a particular Edition ſhall be legiti- 
mated and conſecrated, with condemnation of all Va- 
rious Readings; and two Popes, with equal pretenſe 
to Infallibiliry, , ſhall each ſanctify a different Copy 
with ten thouſand Variations. Theſe things are 
unaccountable, in the way of Sincerity : but if you 
view them on the foot of Politic, as an acqueſt of 
Power, Authority, and Præeminence; the Council 
of Trent knew then what they did. LIVED 
But though this it Self is but a Tranſlation, yet 
no Secondary Tranſlation muſt be made from it for 
the inſtruction of the People. They muſt hear 
the public Liturgies in a Language unknown to 
them; and jabber their Credos and Pater - Noſters 
at home without underſtanding. But was not this 
Latin Verſion at firſt the common Language of 
the Country? Was it not firſt made, and receiv'd 


into public uſe, becauſe the Greek was unknown 


there? If a Chriſtian Congregation may be duly 
edified, may pay acceptable devotions in a Language 
unknown ; the Greek, Original might have reign'd 
alone and univerſal: and it's Latin Rival had never 
exiſted. Why then is Popery ſo cruel and im- 

rtune, to withold this common bleſſing ? to con- 


tinue the public Worſhip in Latin, after it has 


ceas'd to be a living Language, againſt the ver) 
reaſon that firſt introduc'd'' Latin? Seek not 
good account for this in Scripture, not even in the 
Latin Bible: bur ſeek it in the vile Arts of Politic, 
and the Principles of Atheiſm, Their Authori 
was ſecur'd by it over an ignorant Populace ; it 
gave 2 Prerogative 3 the Clergy 5 like the 
| 3 
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Ie : the facred and ſecret Writings to 
the egyptian Prieſts ; or the Sibylline Oracles to 
the Koman . Pontifices, which no body elſe was to 
know. 
No ſooner had Chriſtianity ſpread it ſelf oye 
the world, but Superſtition mix'd and grew y 
along with it; a weed natural to Human Soil, 
complexionally inherent in the Weaker ſex, and ad. 
ventitious to moſt of our Own. Vaſt multitudes of 
all nations withdrew from the World; renounc'd 
human Society and all commerce with their own 
Species; abandon'd the Cities and Villages for the 
ſolitude of Woods, Deſerts, and Caves; under a 
falſe notion of pleaſing God better, by ſuch De- 
votion and Mortification. But all this was at firſt 
pure and ſimple Superſtition; no mixture of Avarice 
and Craft in it, no tincture of Politic and world] 
Advantage: their known Poverty and perpetual Au- 
ſtcrities wholy quit them of that ſuſpicion. But 
how did Popery manage this foible of Mankind 
to their Lucre and Intereſt ? Under a pretenſe of 
a like Retirement from the World in a life of 
Prayer and Contemplation, they began their Mo- 
naſteries, Abbeys, Nunneries, &c. which by de- 
2 ſo vaſtly multiplied; that inſtead of their 

rſt pretenſe of Retreating from the World, the 
very World was fill'd with them; inſtead of 
the old Hermitical Poverty, they had drain'd the 
Riches of Kingdoms, had engroſs'd the fatteſt of the 
Lands; nay had appropriated and devour'd the very 
miniſterial Wages, the Bread and Suſtenance of the 
Parochial Clergy; who were impoveriſh'd, made 
vile and contemptible, to feed theſe Vaſlals of the 
Popes in their Lazineſs and Luxury, 

In the early Ages of the Goſpel, there was a 
high and juſt veneration for the Sepulchres and 
| 8 Remains 
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Remains of holy Men, for the memorials of them 


in Statue or Picture, for the places of their Abode; 
and eſpecially for the Land of Paleſtine, which the 
Patriarchs, the Prophets, the Son of God and his 
Apoſtles, had made ſacred by their Birth and Ha- 

bitation. This at firſt was within due bounds: but 
Superſtition was ſoon engrafted on it and grew to 


exceſs: the Remains and Reliques were ſuppos'd to 


work Miracles; the Images had not Value only, 
but Worſhip and Adoration; long Journeys were 
taken, to the great detriment of . to viſit 
Holy Places, and kiſs the footſteps of Saints 
and Martyrs. Theſe Bigotries, though even then 
reprehended by the beſt Fathers of thoſe Ages, 
were yet without any mixture of Craft and Kna- 
very. But Popery ſoon ſaw, that here was a proper 
Fund, to be improv'd and managed to great Advan- 
tage. Inſtead of coercion and reſtraint, they ad- 


vis'd, encourag'd, commanded thoſe Superſtitions, 


with ſuch ſcandalous Kaw1aua, ſuch abominable 
Traffic, as even Paganiſm would bluſh at. All 
the Graves and Catacumbs were exhauſted to fur- 
niſh Reliques : Not a Bone, not the leaſt ſcrap of 
Rayment of any Saint, that was not remov'd into 
the holy Wardrobe to raiſe money to the Shewers ; 


Where the Monuments were dubious and blended; 
the Names and Bodies of Pagan Slaves were taken 


into the Church Calendar and Treaſury : Diſputes 
and quarrels aroſe among the numerous | ene 
to one and the ſame Relique : which could never be 
decided; but the victory was various and alternate, 
according to the fruitful Inventions and ingenious Lies 
of the contending Impoſtors, Eyen Statues and 
Pictures of the ſame Saint were made to rival each 
other: and the Bleſſed Virgin, like Juno Lucina, and 


Juno Soſpita, had as many Numina and ſpecific Powers, 
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as ſhe had Pictures and Statues ; one celebrated for one 
Virtue, another for another. No Piety was thought 
acceptable, no Life religiouſly ſpent, without a Pil. 
grimage to ſome foreign Saint; where Vows and 
rich Offerings muſt be paid at the Shrine. But above 
all, the endeavour to gain the Holy Land by dri- 
ving out the Saracens was the moſt promiſing Pro- 
ject, the very Maſterpiece of Popery. What arts 
were uſed, or what not us'd, to inveigk the Prin- 
ces and Nobility of Europe into that Romantic 
Expedition? Every hour of Grief or Sickneſs, 
every hour of Mirth and Wine, were a ſnare and 
trepan to them. If in any of thoſe ſofter moments 
they once raſhly took the Croſs on their Garments; 
the Vow was irrevocable: to break it was thought 
attended with all Misfortunes in This world, and 
Damnation in the Other. In the mean time Sal- 
vation, like ſoldier's Pay, was promis'd and inſured 
to all that embark't: the Heavenly Feruſalem to be 
their certain acquiſition, though they fail'd and 
periſh'd in fighting for the Earthly. Now while 
the World by theſe artifices was made mad and 
infatuate; while Princes abandon'd their own Realms, 
and left the Regency in weak or treacherous hands; 
while for ſeveral generations all Europe was exhau- 
ſted of it's Strength and it's Wealth; and the remain- 
der overrun with Superſtition and Leproſy : the 
Contrivers of all this were not wanting to their 
own Intereſt. *T'was then in the abſence of ſo many 
Kings, and the diſtracted condition at home, that 
Popery made it's moſt plentiful harveſt : then Cities 
with their large Territories were extorted out of 
the Owners hands, and made the Patrimony of the 
Church: then Inyeſtitures, Faculties, Diſpenſations, 
Bulls, the whole Shop and Warehouſe of Profit 
and Power, were extended and exſerted over all 

Fo, Perſons 
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Perſons and Employments : then in a word, Was 


Mankind enſlav'd, and Popery trod upon the 
necks of Princes. And well was it for Paleſtare, 


that the Saracens kept poſſeſſion of it. If Popety 


had ſucceded in it's attempt on that country; 
what a new revenue from Pilgrimages ! what an 
inexhauſtible ſtore of religious Merchandiſe ! Every 
Stone there would have been a facred Relique. If we 
may gueſs from ſome Hiſtories; the very Soil would 
have been dug up and exported by this time: and 
Cuſtomers invited to the purchaſe by 'a new 'Le- 
gend of Miracles. Not a Church in Europe would 
have been counted holy; not a Palace or Seat 
lucky or proſperous ; not an Eſtate, not a Eield or 
Cloſe, fertile to the Owner; that had not ſome of 
the Holy Earth to bleſs and to ſanctify it. 

When the Empire was firſt Chriſtian, though 
the Biſhops of Rome had no more under their In- 
ſpection * the Suburbicarian Regions; yet the 

reat City Imperial, the Metropolis of the We- 
fem World, gave them a juſt Præeminence above 
thoſe of inferior and Municipal Towns. And fo, 
thoſe of Conſtantinople had a due deference ''pard 
them by the other Biſhops of the Eaſt, as Hadi- 


5 / | a N 
Ag aAAary as preſiding over a Dioceſe the 
moſt numerous and the moſt potent. A fit regard 


always was and ought to be had to their advice, 
concurrence, and aſſiſtance: ſince their example muſt 
needs have the greateſt influence on the peace of 
the whole Church. Now how did Popery make 
uſe of this advantage of Situation, to make Spi- 
ritual Rome as 2 the Empreſs of the Church, 
as ever Civil Rome had been of the State? In 
long tract of time, they reduc'd all under their 
Power; not by our Saviour's declaration, Earl 
mur Th Terecx, Upon this Rock, I will build my 

Church; 
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Church; as if That was the Tarpeian Rock, and 
the Cliff of the Roman Capitol: but by the ſubtleſt 
arts of Politic continued from age to age with 
indefatigable Addreſs: by ſowing factions among all 
other Biſhops, and then promoting Appeals to the 
arbitration of Popes, who always decided for thoſe 
that own'd their Authority: by creating new Bi- 
ſhops againſt thoſe in Poſſeſſion; the event whereof 
was both ways the certain increaſe of Papal Power: 
for either the Popes new Title prevail'd ; or the for- 
mer Biſhop, after long charg and vexation, was con- 
tent for quietneſs ſake to keep his own, as the Gift 
of the Pope by an after act of Confirmation. And as 
they then manag'd with the Biſhops; fo in time 
they dealt with Princes: fomented Rebellions of 
their Subje@s: ſer Brother up againſt Brother in 
pretenſe to the Crown; who was to own it, when 
obtain'd, as a Donation from Rome; and the Con- 
tract for it, that all the Eccleſiaſtical Dignities 
ſhould be in the Pope's Collation. By theſe methods, 
continued through many ſucceſſions, the reſult at 
laſt was, that He was the ſpiritual Monarch of the 
Univerſe, the acknowledg'd Patron of all Church 
Preferments : that all Biſhops held their jurisdi- 
ction not from Chriſt, but from Him: that Kings 
themſelvs were no Kings, till accepted and con- 
firm'd by Him : that they might be reſiſted, de- 
pos'd, or murder'd; if they did not govern by 


His dictates and directions: that He, as viſible 


Head of the Church, was ſuperior to General 
Councils : that He, perhaps at firſt ſome ignorant 
Monk, after he was once choſen Pope, though 
without the Suffrage either of Clergy or People, 
by a mercenary Conclave and nocturnal Cabal of 
Cardinals, a new Order contriv'd by Popery to 
depreſs and ſubdue the Biſhops, was immediatly 
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giſted with Infallibility. O horrible profanation of 
: Divine Attribute! O audacious and ridiculous 
claim! which though no Pope can ever believe of 
Himſelf; and the Cardinals his EleQors, like the 
Harnſpices of old, may laugh at when they ſee 
ach other; yet it's an uſeful Pretenſe in the way 
of Politic, and of great moment among the adoring 
Crouds to ſupport and eſtabliſh his uſurp'd Spi- 
ritual Empire, | 

As the Chriſtians in the firſt ages were all edu- 
cated in the midſt of Paganiſm, and the moſt of 
them made Converts out of it: ſo it could not 
be ayoided, but that many muſt aſſume or transfer 
ſome Pagan Notions into the Syſtem of Chriſtt- 
nity. Beſides the One ſupreme God the Pagans 
had vaſt numbers of inferior Deities, who had 
every one Shares of the common Devotion. This 
begot in many Chriſtians a like worſhip of Angels 
and Saints, as Mediators and Interceſſors between 
Them and the Heavenly Father. The Dii Manes 
of the Pagans, and the Parentations to their dead 
Anceſtors, produc'd a near Reſemblance to them 
among ſome Chriſtians; that offer'd ſolemn Prayers 
and Expiations for the Souls of their deceas'd Rela- 


tions. The Platonic Notion, that the id apap- 
Thuclz, the curable Sins, the deleble Stains, of de- 


parted Souls were ſcour'd and purg'd off by pro- 
portionate Puniſhments; | 


aliae panduntur inanes 
Suſpenſae ad ventos; aliis ſub gurgit: vaſto 
Infectum eluitur ſcelus, aut exuritur igni; 


muſt naturally raiſe among ſome Chriſtians a like 
Perſuaſion about a future Purgatory, Theſe No- 
tions and Practiſes, though quite repugnant to the 
Holy Scriptures, were not diſcourag'd nor —_— 
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by Popery'; but propagated, injoin'd, and enacted: 


being a moſt ſure and ample Fund to increaſe the 
Churche's Treaſure. In courſe of Time the whole 
Calendar was crouded with Saints; not a Day in 
the Year without it's Red letter: cvery Trade and 
Profeſſion had it's Saint tutclar and peculiar; who 
muſt be retain'd and engaged with Preſents and Ob- 
| Iattons. Horſes, Cows, and Shcep, cvery Animal 

domeſtic, the Ficlds and the Vincyards, the very 
Furniture of Houſes, muſt be annually bleſt and 
ſanctified, at a ſet price for the Bleſſing. And if 
the Old ſet of Saints ſhould by long time grow 
cheap and vulgar; there ſtill was a reſcrve in Po- 
pery to enhance and quicken the low market b 
making New and freſh oncs in acts of Caroriza 
tion. And then by their Praycrs and the Miſe 
for the Dead, to caſe and thorten the pains of 
Purgatory ; what a ſpatious Door was opcr'd, for 
a perpetual flow of Moncy ? whar Family was not 
daily pillag'd of ſome part of it's Subſtance * What 
heart could bear, that his dead Father ſhould fry in 
the flamcs of Purgatory; when a moderate Summ 
might buy him out of them? or who would not 


ſecure himſelf by a timely legacy for Maſſes for 


his Soul, without leaving 1t to the Conſcience 2rd 


Courteſy of his Heir? 

But what do we ſpeak of this Popiſh Traffic for 
the Sins of the Dead; when the very. Sins of the 
Living, the Wages of Damnation, were negotiated 
and truck'd, indulg'd or pardon'd, by the wicked Po- 
litic of Popery? As in common Life we daily ſec, 
that an Officer ſhall permit and licence thoſe very 
Frauds for money; which his Office it ſelf conſti- 
tutes him and commands him to prevent: fo has 
Popery done in that great affair of a Chriſtian Liſe 
and the Duties of the Goſpel, To engroſs which 
A | pro- 
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rofitable Trade; it was firſt neceſſary, that Rome 


ſhould challeng the fole cuſtody of the Keys af 


Hcaven and Hell, ſhonld claim the ſole Power of 
Looſing and Einding, ſhould poſſeſs the fole mint 
of ali ſpiritual Licences and Pardons. When this 
was once arrogated and obtain'd; what an impious 
Kah, what an extenſive Traffic was open'd ? 
As the other Schemes drew in the Superſtitious and 
the Bigots, ſo This was to wheedle and pillage the 
proſane, the impure, the villains of the World. The 
common Sale was ſoon proclaimed for Indulgences 
and Pardons, for all Crimcs paſt or to come, already 
committed or hereafter deſign'd : the Price rais'd and 
enhanc'd according to the deeper dye and blackneſs 
of the Guilt. The ſtated Market at Rome was not 
ſufficient for the Commerce; the Princes only and 
the Nobles could afford to ſend thither for them: 
ſo that for the eaſe and benefit of Trade, blank 
Inſtruments were iſſued out ſor all the Countries 
of Furope, and retail'd by the ſpiritual Pedlars at 
the public Markets and at the private Doors: ſuch 
a chead Pardon cried aloud for the more common 
lins of Lying, Swearing, Drunkenneſs, or Fornication; 
a higher price in private for Robbery or Murder, 
a higher ſtill for Sodomy or Inceſt. Thus were 
the Grace of God, the Remiſſion of Sins, all the 
privileges of the Goſpch, truck'd and cauponated by 
Popery, for ſordid and deteſtable Lucre, upon the 
open Scheme and the bare Foot of Atheiſm. 

Tis true indeed, that when the light of the Re- 
formation broke out, and good Letters reviv'd and 
ſpread around; even the Popiſh Provinces grew too 
wiſe and fagacious for this groſs Impoſture : ſuch 
wretched wares were thenceforth chicfty vended 
among the poor Fenorants of America. But there 
ſoon aroſe a new Set of looſe and profligate Ca- 

C2 | ſuifts; 
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ſuiſts; who, to engage on their ſide the Libertine 
part of Mankind, ſince Impunity in Sins would ng 
longer be bought with Money, ſhould diſtribute it 


gratis, and inſtruct them to be wicked without remorſe 


and with aſſurance. Theſe are they, who (contrary 
to St. Paul, Rom. III, 8.) are NoT /landerouſly reported 
to ſay, Let us do evil, that good may come: who ex- 
cuſe and patronize the vilel corruptions, the fouleſt 
cheats, forgeries, and extortions in common dealing: 
who teach that no Faith promised or ſworn to He- 
retics or Enemies is of any Obligation: who de- 
fend common Perjury and Perfidiouſneſs by the 
ſcandalous ſhifts of Equivocals. and Mental Reſtri- 
ctions: who have gloſs'd and warp'd all the ſevere 
Rules of the Goſpel about Chaſtiry, Charity, and 
Forgiveneſs, to the wordly and wicked Notions of 
Gallantry and Point of Honour: who ſanctify the 
horrideſt Villanies; Murders, Plots, Aſafſinations, 
Maffacres, (like the intended one of this Day) if de- 
ſign'd for the ſervice of the Church : who, in a word, 
have given ſuch vitious Syſtems of Moral, ſuch a 
Licence to corrupt Nature; as a Heathen Srozc, Pla- 
tonic, or Academic, nay an Epicurean, though in him- 
ſelf never ſo wicked, durſt not have polluted his 
Pages with, out of reverence to his Sect, 

I might procede, would the time permit me, 
to diſcover all the reſt of their Politic Arts, the 


Myſteries of their ſpiritual Trade: for ſuch are all 


their peculiar Tenents, that were diſcarded at the 
Reformation. What avail'd it to the Clergy, that 
the Scriptures expreſly ſaid, Marriage is honorable 
in All; Let a Biſhop, let a Presbyter be the Husband 
of one Wife ; one that ruleth well in his own Houſe; 
having faithful Children, kept in ſubjection with all 
Gravity * This did not ſuit with Popiſh Politic: this 
ticd and attach'd the Clergy to the common r 
0 
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of Mankind: their affection to their own Children 
made their Country alſo dear to em; made them 
love and pity the abus'd Layery : they were not 
Vaſſals devoted enough to the ſervice of a Fore! 
Maſter: the Riches of the Church did not flow 
in one Chanel, nor all revert at laſt to that One 
Fountain and Receptacle. And for theſe pious Rea- 
ſons, in ſpire of plain Scripture, of the authority of 
Ages before, of all the Luſts and Impurities that 
muſt neceſſarily follow, a chaſt legitimate Marriage 
ſnell be forbidden to the Clergy ; and an adulterous 
Cclibacy ſhall be enjoin'd univerſal. 

But what can plain Scripture avail againſt the 
Avarice and Pride of Popery; when both common 
Senſe internal, and the joint Teſtimony of all our out- 
ward Senſes, mult ſubmit to it's Decrees, when ' tis to 
advance it's Profit or Power? That due Reſpect 
ever paid to Ta 4142, the conſecrated Bread and 
Wine at the Holy Communion, was eaſily rais'd 
by Superſtition and Ignorance to the higheſt Exceſs, 
to Notions improbable and impoſſible. This fair 
Handle was not neglected by Popery: by ſlow degrees 
Tranſubſtantiation was enacted into an Article of 
Faith; and a vcry beneficial one to the Prieſts: ſince it 
made them the Makers of God, and a fort of Gods 
among the People. But we mult think better and 


juſter of the Contrivers of it, than that They them- 
| ſelvs believ'd it: they did or could believe it no 
more, than a Propoſition made up of the moſt diſparate 


Ideas, that Sound may be turn d into Colour, a Syllogiſm 
into a Stone. T was not Ignorance, nor Stupidity; 
but the moſt ſubtle and crafty Politic that produc'd 
Tranſubſtantiation. Thence the awful Pomp, the 
auguſt Cavalcades in the proceſſions of the Hoſtie: 
25 if they would out doe the Pagan ones of Cybele, 


In- 
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Ingratos animos atque impia pectora vulgi 
Conterrere metu que poſſint numine Divac ; 
thence the Preſence of God continually reſident, 
corporeal at the high Altar: thence to exhibit 
it perpetually there; the Wafer, panis &Cupus, un- 
leaven'd unfermented Bread, was taken into the 
Solemnity ; both againſt ancient Practiſe, and the 
perpetual Cuſtom of the Greek, Church: becauſe 
common Bread would ſoon have grown mouldy, 
and not paſs with the palate of the multitude for the 
Body of God. Thence at laſt in the x11 1th Century 
was the Cup denicd to the Layety ; not for not 
ſeeing the plain words of the Scripture, Drink ye aL, 
of this; not for the dearneſs or ſcarcity of Wine, 
which is cheap and common in thoſe Climates ; not 
for the then pretended Reaſon, that the Muſtaches 
or Whiskers in the mode of that Age us'd to dip 
into tic Holy Cup; but becauſe it was inconſiſtent 
with the reſt of the Show. So ſmall a quantity of 
Wine even after Conſecration would ſoon grow dcad 
and vapid ; would diſcover it's true Nature, if taſted 
after long ſtanding. The Wine therefore, becauſe it 
interferes with the ſtanding Ceremony and continued 
Pageantry of Tranſubſtantiation, has not the horour 
to be repoſited with the Wafer on the Altar, nor 

to accompany it in the ſolemn Proceſſions. 

I might now go on to ſhew you a more diſmal 
ſcene of Impoſtures, their Judicia Dei, the Judg- 
ments of God, as they blaſphemouſly call'd 'em, when 
no Human Evidence could be found: their Trials 
by Ordeal; by taking a Red hot Iron in the Hand; 
by putting the naked Arm into hot boyling Water; 
by ſinking or ſwimming in Pools and Rivers, when 
bound faſt hand and foot : all of them borrowed or 
copied from Pagan Knavery and Superſtition ; and 
ſa manageable by Arts and Slights, that the Pak 
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-quld be found guilty or innocent, juſt as the 
Wricfts pleas'd, who were always the Triers. What 
Bribes were hereby procured ? what falſe Legacies 
cxrorted? what Malice and Reveng executed? on 
ll which if we ſhould fully dilate and expatiate; 
the intended Tragedy of this Day, which now 
calls for our cor:{1deration, would ſcarce appear” 
extraordinary, Dreadful indeed it was; aſtoniſhing 
to the Imagination: all the Ideas aſſembled in it 
of Terrour and Horrour. Yet when 1 look on it 
with a Philoſophical Eye; I am apt to felicitate thoſe 
appointed for that ſudden Blaſt of rapid Deſtruction; 
:nd to pity thoſe Miſerables that were out of it, 
the deſign'd Victims to flow Cruelty, the intended 
Objects of lingring Perſecution. For fince the 
whole Plot (which will ever be the Plot of Popery) 
was to ſubdue and enſlave the Nation; who would 
not chuſe and prefer a ſhort and diſpatching Death, 
quick as that by Thunder and Lightning, which 
prevents Pain and Perception ;* before the Anguiſh 
of mock Trials, before the legal Accommodations 
of Jails and Dungeons, before the peaceful Execu- 
tions by Fire and Fagot * who would not rather be 
plac'd, direct above the Infernal Mine; than paſs 
through the pittileſs Mercies, the ſalutary Tor- 
ments of a Popiſh Inquiſition; that laſt accurſed 
contrivance of Atheiſtical and Deviliſh Politic ? If 
the other Schemes have appear'd to be the Shop, the 
Warehouſe of Popery ; this may be juſty call'd it's 
Slughterhouſe and it's Shambles. Hither are haled 
poor Creatures (I ſhould. have ſaid Rich; for that 


gives the frequenteſt ſuſpicion of Hereſy) without 


any Accuſer, without allegation of any Fault. They 
muſt inform againſt themſelves, and make conſeſſion 


of ſometh ing Heretical ; or elſe undergo the diſci- 


pline of the various Tortures: a regular Syſtem of 
inge- 
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ingenious Cruelty, compos'd by the united skill and 
long ſucceſſive experience of the beſt Engineer 
and Artificers of Torment. That ſavage Saying of 
Caligula's, horrible to ſpeak or hear, and fit only to 
be writ in blood, Ita feri, ut ſe mori ſentiat, is here 
hightn'd and improv'd: Ita ſe mori ſentiat, ut ne no- 
riatur, ſay theſe merciful Inquiſitors. The force, 
the effect of every Rack, every Agony, are exactly 
underſtood : this Stretch, that Strangulation is the 
utmoſt Nature can bear; the leaſt addition will 
overpower it: this Poſture keeps the weary Soul 
hanging upon the Lip; ready to leave the Carcaſe, 
and yet not ſuffer'd to take it's Wing: this ex- 
tends and prolongs the very moment of Expiri- 
tion; continues the pangs of Dying without the 
eaſe and benefit of Death. O pious and proper me- 
thods for the propagation of Faith! O true and 
genuine Vicar of Chriſt, the God of Mercy, and 

the Lord of Peace! 7 

And now after this ſhort, but true Sketch and 
faithful Landskip of Popery, I preſume there's but 
little want of Adviſe or Application. Tf this firſt 
Character in the Text belongs to Popery; let 
Us ſecure the other to our Selves, that We handle 
the Word in Sincerity, as of God, as in the ſi;ht of 
God in Chriſt, The Reformation without this mult 
forfcit it's Name: and the Church of England mult 
loſe it's Nature. Let every one therefore, that thinks 
he ſtands, take heed leaſt he fall. Our very Text 
informs us, that in the Apoſtles own days, when 
the Church was in it's greateſt purity and ſimpli- 
city ; there were even then many Kd ern ol, frau- 
dulent Dealers, among it's Members: though the 
Traffic muſt needs run low, when the whole Com- 
munity was ſo poor. But when the Emperors 
became Chriſtian, and the immenſe Revenues = 
the 
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the Pagan Prieſthood were (as indeed they ought to- 1 
be) all confiſcated and diſtributed; Without doubt 4 
the ſpoil and the plunder . attracted crouds of new - | 
Converts; and the Courtiers found it uſeful to de- 
dare themſelves: good Chriſtians: Even the Re- 
ſormation it {elf did not make the ſlower, progreſs; 
for the vaſt Riches of the Monaſteries, A — 
to be diffolv'd:: nor had it been leſs honour to it, 
if as the-Lands and Mannoyrs of the Abbeys, were 
jultly reſtor'd to the Layety; ſo their Impropria- 
tions had teverted to the Parochial Clergy, from 
whom they had been rob d. To ſay the- truth, 
the Spirit of -Popery is near as old as Human Race: 
tis in all ages and places; and even then,cxerts it 
ſelf, when it demoliſnhes Popery. The generality 
of men, 0¹ , were always Kama; Traders 
in a Profeſſion: The Epicureans of old, though 
they denied and derided the Heathen Gods, would 
yet gladly accept of a fat Beneſice, Opimum Sacer- 
dotium; and to gain an ample revenue, would offi- 
ciate at thoſe Altars which they ſtlently laugh'd at. 
Think not therefore, that all the Prieſts were, the 
vileft of men; but that ſome of the vileſt af men 
got in to be Prieſts; They fa the opportunity af 
enſlaving anil pillaging Mankind if they could but 
manage the Prieſthood upon Atheiſtical: Principles. 
This was the Temptation, this gave the Original 
to Popery; and rothiog to be accus'd for it hut 
Human Nature in common. What Profeſſion, 
what Conjunction of Layrmen, if not continual- 


5 ly watch' d, if not curbid and regulated by Au- | 
Y thority, have not abuſed :the like Advantage and | 
M Aſcendent in their ſeveral: Ways, to their private 
- emolumeat and the oppreſſion of the Public? Let 


us watch therefore againſt; this. fatal Degeneration 
f incident to all things. He that aims alis Artibus 
: _ D to 
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to arrive at Church Preferment, by ſinful or ſer- 


vile compliance, by turbulency and faction; what 
is He but Kaos, 3 T raffcker for ſordid 'Luere? 


He that zealouſly vends his Novelties, or revives 


dead and buried Herefies to the diſturbance of the 
Community ; what is He but a Trader for the Fame of 


Singularit 7 He that labours to dig up all the Fences. 


of i the Church; to throw down her Articles and 
Canons, Her Eiturgy and Ceremonies ; to extinguiſh 
her Nufrferies of Learning; and when he has made 
ker a mere Waſt and a Common, ſhall call that 
a Cemprehenſion; what is He but a vile Fadtour to 
Libertiniſm and Saerilege ? He that propagates ſuſpe- 
ded Poctrins, ſuch as Pray ing for the Dead, 
Auricular Confeſſion; and the like, whoſe ſole 
tendency is the Gain and power of the Prieſt; 
What Is he but. a -Negotiatoun for: his partiſim 
abroad ? what Does! he. but ſow: thé Seeds of 
Topery in the very. Soil of the Reformation? 
Hut if 'we are toi warch againſt» the ſilent Tide 
sf Popery in the fmali Sw lens: at home; much 
more againſt it's Itlandation and Deluge from 4. 
8 which-abvwys-medirares and now: threatens 
to overwhelm us.; If forcign Popery once return, 
ard regain all the Provinces, that it loft at the Re- 
formation: O the xerrible ſtorm of Perſecution at 
it's firſt Regreſs t: O the dark proſpect of Slavery 
and Ignorance for the. Ages behind In tract of 
time, it will riſe i gain to as full a meaſure of uſurp d 
Hierarchy, as when the Hero Lucber firſt proc lam d 
wat. againſt it. For. hen was Popery in it's Me- 
ridian hight: it was not rais' d up all at once, but 
by-the flow. work of many Centuries. In all the 
Reps and advances of it's progres, the Good men 


ol the ſeveral Ages oppos d it, but in vain: they 


were overborn by digen, were ſilenc'd by the 
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ſtrong arguments of Proceſſes and Priſons. For 
it firſt ſubdued it's own Prieſts, before it brought 
the Laity under it's yoke. Good Letters became 
a crime even in the Clergy. Or Hereſy or Mapicy 
according to the different tum of men's Studies, 
was a certain Imputation upon all that dared: to 
excel. And though Popery, ſince the 'Reformas 
tion, has even in it's on quarters permſceell 
Learning and Humanity; and prudently withdtawu 
ſome of it's moſt ſcandalous Trumpery: yet if once 
again it ſees it ſelf Univerſal; the whole Warehouſe, 
now kept under Key, will again be ſet wide open: 
the old Tyranny will ride triumphant upon the 
necks of enſlav'd Mankind, with certain Proviſion 
againſt a future Revolt. The two Inſtruments, the 
two Parents of the Reformation, Antient Learning, 
and the Art of Printing, both coming providen- 
tially at one juncture of time, will be made the firſt 
Martyrs, the earlieſt Sacrifice to Popiſn Politic. The 
Dead languages, as they are now call'd, will then die 
in good earneſt. Alk the old Authers of Greece and 
Italy , as the conveyers of hurtful Knowledge, as 
inſpirers of dangerous Liberty, will be condemn'd 
to the flames: an enterprize of no difficulty, when 
the Pope ſhall once again be the general Dictator. All 
theſe Writings muſt then periſh together: no Old Re- 
cords ſhall ſurvive, to bear witneſs. againſt Popery : 
nor any New be permitted to give it diſturbance, 
The Preſs will then be kept under \ cuſtody in 
a Citadel, like the Mint and the Coinage : no- 
thing but Maſsboskst and Rofaries, nothing but dry 


Poſtills and fabulous Legends, ſhall then be 4þ © 
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8 ASERMON. 
;- For, the double Feſtivity therefore of this candid 


and joyful A 1 for the double Deliveranee ob- 


tain d in it, the one from the Conſpiracy of Po- 
perys the other from it's Tyranny; for the happy 
preſervation of our Religion, Laws, and Liberties 
under the protection of Pious and Gracious Princes; 
for the ' flouriſhing Eſtate of Learning and. the 
Proſperity of our Nurſing Mother, be all Thanks; 
aiſe, and Glory to God for ever and ever. Aux. 
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